One Hunpredth Annivergary

OF
ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

MISSOURI 8YNOD
FORESTVILLE, WISCONSIN
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“Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hast form-
ed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 1g75
Thou art God,"’

Psalm 90: I and 2




A Message
From Your Pastor!

Dear Friends in Christ:

As we pause from the activities of our busy life to
observe the One Hundredth Anniversary of St. Peter’s
Congregation, we turn to Almighty God and gratefully
acknowledge the many blessings which He has poured
out upon us as followers of His dear Son, through the

Pastor Alfred, preaching of the Word and the administration of the
Marian and Debbie Zutz Sacraments.

As we look back on all of the blessings and benedictions
of the past one hundred years, we must get downon our
knees and also penitently confess with Jacob of old:
“Lord, we are not worthy of all the mercies and of all
the truth which thou hast shown unto Thy servants,”
for all our many blessings are God’s mercies, the gifts
of His Divine Grace, and we are the undeserving
recipients.

But on this wonderful, blessed occasion we want to do

more than simply look back! We also want to look

forward and move forward in Jesus Name and in His

strength to meet every challenge, confident that He

FEEES will keep his promise: “‘Lo, I am with you alway, even
Hitherto to Lord hath helped us.” unto thepend gi(g]r: world.” 4 Y

I Samuel 7:12 Yes, on this One Hundredth Anniversary of our
congregation let us look backward with gratitude, let
us look upward with confidence, and let us look forward
with hope! In Jesus Name.

| @“ff’@eg.pe.g%/

Pastor Alfred E. Zutz



HISTORY OF ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FORESTVILLE, WISCONSIN

Isaiah 55:11 "'So shall my word be that goeth forth
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it.”

How evident these words of the Lord are in the past
century of St. Peter’s history: Records indicate that
since 1875, 2310 persons were received into commu-
nion with the Triune God, when their sins were wash-
ed away and at the font they were baptized in the
Name of God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Ghost. 1031 with their own lips renewed that
baptismal vow. publicly confessed their faith inthe
rite of confirmation and thus were received into com-
municant membership by St. Peter's Lutheran
Congregation. 115 marriages were sanctified before
the altar, while 37l received Christian burial.

Although this year we are observing our Centennial, the
beginning of this congregation must be dated back
farther than 100 vears. As early as 1863 the first settlers
in this vicinity were ministered unto with the Word of
God by Pastor Brockmann of Wolf River, now Algoma.
From 1867 to 1875 Pastors Keller and Zimmerman of
Town Rankin had charge of ministering to the Lutherans
of this area

In 1875 little St. Peter’s congregation, together with
Emmanuel across the river extended a “Call” to the
Rev. August G. Doehler to become their first pastor. He
entered upon his duties in the Fall of that vear. At that
time the congregation numbered about 125 souls. Old
records show that some of the early members con-
tributed as high as $12.00 a year, surely a generous sum in
those days when money was scarce.

In 1877 the congregation applied for and was received
into membership with the Synod of Missouri. Ohio,
Wisconsin and other States, thus St. Peter’s is one of the
older members of that church body in the now North
Wisconsin District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri
Syned.

After 14 years of faithful service. Paster Doehler was
called to another field. Pastor August Luebkemann
became his successor; he likewise served St. Peter’s for
the same length of time — 14 years. During the vears of
his ministry, in 1891, the old edifice was replaced with a
new house of worship at a cost of $4.000. In 1892 St.
Peter's congregation and Emmanuel. across the river
severed relations, with Emmanuel now becoming af-
filiated with St. Paul's of Algoma. while St. Peter's
became an independent congregation.

When in the fall of 1903, Pastor Luebkemann accepted a
call to Batavia, Wisconsin, the congregation extended a

call to Pastor G. H. Berger of Rily, Michigan. Rev.
Berger was installed here on the 22nd of November.

The old parsonage. having long ago passed the days of
its youth and beauty was sold for $100. A new home for
the spiritual overseer of the congregation was (~r9(-1ed in
1804 The cost of the new parsonage was about $2.700. The
fact that the members liberally donated labor and part of
the material made it possible to erect this roomy and sub-
stantial dwelling at a comparatively low cost. Recently
renovated, the parsonage serves comfortably to this day.

In the course of time the old schoolhouse, which had
formerlv served as a church. became rather delapidated
and in 1912 it was replaced by a new one on a lot Jjust west
of the parsonage, purchased at the price of $500. the
building itself costing about $1.800

For 38 years, up to 1913, the pastors of the congregation
had also taught in the Christian Day school. trying to do
the work of two men. It was evident. however. that one
'man could not fill two offices at the same time without
neglecting one or the other. It was therefore a step in the
right direction when the congregation engaged a teacher
for the school. The first teacher for St. Peter's School
was Miss Mathilda Heins of Webster City, lowa.

After years of steady growth the congregation suffered
a decline during and immediately after World War 1. as
high land prices tempted a number of members to sell
their land and move elsewhere. Many of our young people
also went to seek employment in larger cities, thus caus-
ing a constant drain on the membership of our church. At
the end of fifty years of existence, St. Peter's had a
membership of 426 souls with 295 communicant
members. The Ladies Aid consisted of 49 members and
the Walther League 44.

In 1925 Pastor Berger accepted a Call to Neshkoro,
Wisconsin, so that when the congregation celebrated its
50th Anniversary on September 20, 1925. they were
without the services of a resident pastor.

At a duly called meeting on December 23, 1925, St.
Peter's Congregation extended a call to The Rev
Rudolph Stuth of Town Richmond. Shawano County. He
accepted and was installed here on January 31. 1926. by
Pastor Walter Braem.

On October 6th, 1940, the congregation celebrated its
63th Anniversary with three services in which the Rev.
Diab. Merrill. Wisconsin; Professor J. Berger. St. Paul.,
Minnesota: and Rev. Gust Krueger, Marshfield. Wiscon-
sin, delivered the festival messages

In 1947 Pastor Stuth received a call from St. John's
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CHURCH COUNCIL: (}

A. Zutz, A. Schley, L. Kramer, D. Krueger, E. Krueger, R. Ullman, H.
Schlev.

100TH .\_V;’\'l\'[‘;l’(-\'.\l?\' COMMITTEE: (left toright) front row — Rev. A.
Zutz, D. Wolske, W. Gigstead, R. Schley; 2nd row — N. Schley, K. Draves,
E. Kramer; 3rd row — L. Kramer, S. Jome, L. Mueller,
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Congregation, Wisconsin Rapids. He requested a
peaceful release and was granted the same. His farewell
sermon was delivered a few weeks later on October 5,
1947. During the succeeding vacancy the congregation
was served by The Rev. T. A. Baganz of Sturgeon Bay.

A call was extended to the Rev. Otto T. Zeeb of
Glenwood Springs, Colorado, whose vicarage assignment
had been supervised by Rev. Baganz. Pastor Zeeb
accepted and was installed on Sunday, January 25, 1948.

In a special meeting held on June 7, 1948, the congrega-
tion voted to tear down the old church building and to
proceed at once with the construction of a new house of
worship. Plans were made already during Pastor Stuth’s
pastorate to replace the old church. On the following Sun-
day. June 13, the pastor delivered the last sermon in the
old church building. The next day members began the
work of dismantling. An average of 40 members came
each day and in five days the church was completely dis-
mantled.

Construction was begun on the new building during the
summer of 1948, and plans were to have it completed by
Thanksgiving. However, shortages of cement and steel
hampered construction. The cornerstone was laid on Oc-
tober 24th, 1948, with Prof. J. Berger of Concordia, St.
Paul, serving as the guest speaker.

On December 24, 1948, the congregation assembled in
the basement of the new church for the first time, when
the children of the congregation presented their
Chrismas program.

In August of 1949, Pastor Zeeb accepted a Call extended
to him by Grace Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas. He
delivered his farewell sermon on August 28. The Rev. E.
A. Wians served as interim pastor from September until
December 18, 1949, when the Rev. Wm. G. Brockopp of
Glidden, Wisconsin, was installed as the Chief Shepherd
of St. Peter’s.

St. Peter's Congregation was without the services of a
regular pastor when the present House of Worship was
dedicated on Sunday, December 11. 1949. However, under
the faithful guidance of Vacancy Pastor, Rev. E. A.
Wians of St. John's, Rankin, the congregation rejoiced in
two festival services. Guest speaker for the morning ser-
vice was a former pastor, the Rev. Rudolph Stuth of
Wisconsin Rapids, while Rev. Wm. Kohn, President of
the North Wisconsin Distriet of The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod was the speaker for the afternoon ser-
vice. The following Sunday, December 18, 1949, the Rev.
W. G. Brockopp was installed as pastor of St. Peter’s.

In 1950 new sidewalks were laid around the church. the
church grounds were covered with topsoil and seeded, a
new tile floor was laid in the basement of the church and
St. Peter's celebrated its 75th Anniversary on Qctober 8.
Guest Speaker for the morning service was the Rev. Paul
Schedler of Wayside and the Rev. Herbert Baxman of
Plymouth delivered the message for the p. m. service.

On April 17, 1955, the Rev. Wm. G. Brockopp announced
that he had accepted a Call extended to him by Zion

An Earlier St. Peter’s Church

Lutheran Church of Neshkoro, Wisconsin. He delivered
his farewell sermon on Sunday, May 29.

Five months later, almost to the day, the Lord of the
Church again provided St. Peter’s with a Shepherd when
the Rev. Carl Ehrfurth of New Britain, Conn., was in-
stalled by Rev. Paul Schedler in a 7:30 p. m. service,
September 18, 1955. During Rev. Ehrfurth’'s pastorate
numerous improvements were made including the
blacktopping of the parking lot, and the erection of an
outdoor bulletin board. The mortgage on the edifice was
paid off in 1959, just 10 years after the dedication of the
new church building. A mortgage burning ceremony took
place on Sunday, December 27, 1959.

St. Peter’s experienced in September of 1962, another
vacancy when Pastor Carl P. Ehrfurth accepted a call to
Bear Creek, Wisconsin. The congregation requested that
Pastor Theodore Hilgendorf of St. John's, Luxemburg,
serve as their Spiritual Overseer during the vacancy.

Pastor E. H. Gade of Gleason, Wisconsin, became the
next pastor of St. Peter’s in the Fall of 1962. During Rev.
Gade's tenure the school was discontinued at the end of
the 1962-1963 term; $8,500 was designated to extensively
remodel the first floor of the parsonage, the kitchen was
renovated, new thermopane windows were installed
downstairs, and several rooms were paneled.

At the January 23, 1967 Annual Meeting, the congrega-
tion voted to sell the Christian Day school building to the
Village of Forestville for $3,500. On the July 16 meeting,
the congregation voted to build a new entrance to the
church at a cost of $50,000. The new addition to the church
was dedicated on Sunday, January 26, 1969. Rev. Lloyd
Goetz, President of the North Wisconsin District of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, was the morning guest,
while the Rev. Leonard P. Buelow, pastor of Redeemer
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
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MEN’S CLUB

St. Peter’s Men's Club was organized by Pastor W. G.
Brockopp in 1950 with 32 members. Charter members are
Elmer Baumann, Orville Buechner, Sylvester Jome,
Harold Haasch. Leonard Kramer and Ralph Uecker.

Succeeding pastors who attempted to guide the Men's
Club to grow in grace and knowledge of their Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, as well as in fellowship toward one
another were: Rev. Carl Ehrfurth, Rev. Edward Gade.,
Rev. C. J. Cizek and Rev. A. Zutz.

Many projects were carried out or financed to the glory
of God and His service, such as a new bell-ringer for the
house of worship, safe, parsonage improvements,
shrubbery for beautification of property, etc.

The main fund-raising project is the Annual Fish Boil
and a favorite pastime is attending a Milwaukee Brewers
baseball game.

Present officers are: Sylvester Jome, President; Jerry
Uecker, Sec., and Orville Buechner, Treas.

MEN’S CLUB: (left to right) front row — E. Bauman, H. Haasch, E.
Lassen, F. Schaefer, S. Jome; 2nd row — O. Buechner, R. Uecker, W.
Gigstead, Pastor Zutz, V. Mueller; 3rd row — G. Schmeling, R. Gomoll, L.
Dahms, L. Kramer, D. Schley.

BOARD OF EDUCATION AND FINANCE COM-
MITTEE: (left to right) D. Wolske, B. Kruger, W.
k_;ebauer. D. Wolske, W. Gigstead.

tion and
mittee; Mrs.
choir and Anniversary Com-
mittee; Mark Jome, choir and
usher.

OFFERING COMMITTEE: (left toright) R. Gomoll,
E. Bauman, C. Krauel.
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St. Peter’s Sunday School

The St Peter's Sunday School of Forestville was
organlzed by the Rev. Brockopp (n 1949,

Theve wan a stalf of flve teachers for the orlginal
twenty nine children,

Kon Uecker, our present Sunday School Superinten
dent, way one nl the orlginal teachers

AL present, our Sunday School hag a staff of (welve
teaching ninety - five ¢hildren,
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1975 Confirmation Class at St. Peter’s

GRADE 7 SUNDAY SCHOOL: Cindy Wolske, Sunday school secretary; C.
Delorit, S. Bathke, D. Wolske. Teacher, Jim Schoenwalder. Absent when
picture taken, Loretta Beilke, Scott Buechner, Gary Clark.

POST CONFIRMATION CLASS: J. Krueger, B. Uecker, S. Byce, R. )
Younk, Teacher, Ken Uecker, and S. Byce. Front row(left to right): Kathy Delorit, Susan Bathke, Deborah Wolske, Gary Clark; Back row,

Sharon Byce, Loretta Beilke, Pastor A. Zutz, Sheri Byce, Scott Buechner.
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